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Equinox Solstice                                                                                       

Spring = March 20 Thurs.                                                 Summer = June 20 Fri.                                                                                                    

Fall = September 22 Mon.           Winter = December 21 Sun. 

Stay informed; we either meet at Our Barrio Community Garden, space at the Gallery House, Park, the Kettle Restaurant, etc.               

Our Barrio Story Collection Gatherings will be set accordantly for Our Barrio Historic Mural Markers.  

              January               Traditional Recipe Book – PC Living River of Words                  Saturdays 25th   

              February                 Fruit/Tree Planting and Our Families Gardening         Saturday 8th  

              March                   (Story Collection at the Park) – Anniversary Celebration              Saturday 22nd  

              April                 BKLNA mtg and Tile Mural Workshop at the Gallery House                                        

              May                  (Reginal 4 H Club, Sewing, Poetry, Social Gathering Circle) – Santa Cruz River Dedication    Saturday 10th   

              June         Water & Traditional Cultural Café “Gegosia Ki” Inauguration     Dia de San Juan 24th   

              July                                           UA Children & Family Poetry                                14th – 18th  

              August               Our Evening Barrio Walking Party – Historica Esplanade   Saturday 16th    

              September   Our Barrio Envisioning Session/Resources/The Wilderness Society Saturday 20th  

              October   United Way Days of Caring -Tree for Tuc. Clean &Beautiful, Watershed M, TPD Gain     Saturday 25th  

              November                 O’odham Family Monument, Danza de Tonantzin                   Sunday 23rd  

              December                Our Traditional Posada at Our Neighbor’s Homes   15th through the 23rd  

*Our Barrio Walk with City of Tucson Councilor Dra. Santa Cruz and Pima County District 5 Supervisor Grijalva Staff members meeting at the Ward 1 Office 

each Month on the 4th Monday at 5:30pm 

Julian Wash South:     Julian Wash North:       *Santa Cruz River Refuge                                                                                         

*Our Barrio Community Garden Work Gathering every second Saturday of each month 8am     

 *Our Friends “Danza Mexica” practice on Wednesday evenings at Verdugo Park                                                                                   

 *UA Drachman Institute and Architecture, Landscape & Planning     *The SOMBAS Project April - May                                                                                                                                                   

*AZ State Preservation Conference: May 14th – 17th Phoenix      *Vitalyst & AZ Partnership for Healthy Communities:                                                                                            

*Favor Celestial Board meeting every 2nd Monday of Each Month as the Spirit Guides the time, please stay in touch 

              Cold weather = January, February, November, December 

              Hot weather = June, July, August 

              Pleasant weather = March, April, May, September, October  

For more information, please call or email Favor Celestial Co-Founders with Barrio Elders; ShirleyRomanbkl@gmail.com 520-221-5692, 

Josefina@FavorCelestial.org 520-248-5691 www.FavorCelestial.org  and on Facebook                             

  

Barrio Kroeger Lane Neighborhood’s 

104 Years Anniversary Monthly Gatherings 

“2025”  

 

Some of the University of Arizona 

Classes can be on-line.  Please take care 

of your health; social distance, dress 

according to the weather, hat and water.   

Always feel Welcome to Join, we are still in need and looking to more organizations for support, active board-members and sponsorship  
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* Community Work Gathering every 2nd Saturday of each month (7am summer, 8am winter) we meet at our barrio community garden to 

continue planting with our neighbor Sr. Brandon Merchant – Garden Coordinator and Food Bank Staff Member. We are in partnership with the 

City of Tucson, Ward 1 and Native Seed Search We also have the assistance of the UA Master Gardeners and the Garden Kitchen in South Tuc. 

Nutrition classes with the UA Cooperative Extension and we have started to develop our own traditional cultural recipe book.                       

*Favor Celestial Board meetings take place each month on the 2nd Monday, please keep in touch for the time and location.                                                                                                                 

*University of Arizona in partnership with BKLNA, Favor Celestial – Barrio Treasure Mapping and *Barrio History and Family stories 

documentation with acknowledgement to Our Barrio Elders, also with UA Poetry Center - BKLN Blog                                                                                                                                 

*Favor Celestial and the Tucson Community Land Trust partnership in the “Casa Historia”-Historic House on Ochoa Lane for a Barrio Kroeger 

Lane Resource - Gallery Studio with a central meeting space for nonprofits and partnerships. “The Peoples House – Hemajkam ha ki:” in the 

Tohono O’odham Language.    *In partnership with Barrio Kroeger Lane Neighborhood Association on the “Housing Committee” that can entitle; 

home repair, City of Tucson vacant lots -- property and houses acquisition to place in the land trust.   *Updates on the work for the preservation of 

facilities; “The Hacienda House - Traditional Cultural Café “Gegosia Ki,”  (Rancho Chuk Son UA Business Plan in partnership with San Xavier 

District of the Tohono O’odham Nation), the “Tiendita” (in Our Barrio Elder’s memory) two-story house on Kroeger Lane abandoned over ten 

years, to revitalize the rehabilitation of Our Barrio Veteran Elder Don Catalan house and with Habitat for Humanity  “Brush & Kindness” Building 

Casitas for multi-generational barrio family members, etc.  *Gathering of Our Children for; the Pima County Living River of Words Art, Poem, 

Photography Contest, and the UA Poetry Center for their sixth publication with the possibility of a Mural Historic Markers throughout our Barrio.   

*Continue to organize the Regional 4 H Club along the Santa Cruz River “Rancherias” to San Xavier District to include; Mission Garden, Las 

Milpitas on Cottonwood Lane, Valiant Farms, Sewing, the Horseback Pilgrimage from Rancho de la Alegria, etc.     *Research of Individual 

Businesses within the Barrio and Develop Small Businesses with the talents and interests of Our Own Barrio Residents, may it be; arts 

and crafts, cooking, garden harvests, horse, small farm animals’ sales and lessons, in partnership San Xavier District with the UA Eller 

Business College, YWCA Women’s Business Center, furthering educational goals; Pima Community College, Bridges Out of Poverty 

with Saint Vincent de Paul – Dioceses of Tucson – Pima County, etc.   *Work with the City of Tucson Ward 1- Historic District Research – 

Neighborhood Resources – Barrio Kroeger Lane Neighborhood Association – the UA Planning & Architecture, Pima County Small Scale 

Development for a Barrio Working Plan with a Visual Rendering that relates to historic documents; Drachmann Institute, Living Street Alliance – 

developing walking-bike-equestrian paths, Pima Council on Aging – Livable Communities, Tucson Alliance for Housing Justice, Restore and 

Protect the Wildlife Corridor with The Wilderness Society,  etc.    *Continue developing our barrio tree canopy and mapping with Trees for Tucson 

Tuc. - Clean & Beautiful, Watershed Management Group, Neighborhood Street Clean-ups, United Way – Days of Caring, Tuc. Police 

Department, University of Arizona, etc. *The SOMBAS Project     *In Ceremony; the O’odham Family Monument, Danza de Tonantzin Circle – 

Yoeme – Yaqui Flower Arco on the Mountain, Our Traditional Posada in December to Our Neighbor’s Homes – Our Children enjoy the caroling 

and riding a burrito, Dia de San Juan – Santa Cruz River, Wooden Cross stored in Our Barrio for Holy Week that is carried up “A” Mountain, etc.                                                                                                                     

*Looking for all tools to address cultural gentrification, avoid displacement and build a stronger community. *Monthly meeting with; Downtown 

Neighborhoods and Resident Council, United Way Elder Alliance & VOICES, Pima Council on Aging – Neighborhood Alliance, Tucson Residents 

for Responsive Government, participate in training sessions that relate to the mission of Favor Celestial, etc. * Assist in organizing Barrio Kroeger 

Lane 104th  Anniversary      *Watershed Management –projects, programs and – Global (National)l Water Ceremony– Julian Wash 

Cleanup and Dedication.         *AZ Partnerships for Healthy Communities and Vitalyst Health Foundation - LWAZI Grant meetings for 

our barrio    *UA Drachman Institute and Architecture, Planning and Landscape *AZ State Preservation Conference * Santa Cruz River 

Refuge    *Preservation of the Land of Chuk Shon     *Our Barrio Friends; The Havier Family and “Danza Mexica”                                       

*“Fabric Collections” Community Health Workers from the Pima County Health Department 

*Fundraise, Grant-writing, Sponsorships, Investors, Economic Revolving Project, y mas 

Sponsorships Partnerships;  

Favor Celestial programs and projects for Barrio Kroeger Lane in Year 2025 With Creator’s Will



Our Barrio Yearly-Monthly Gatherings/Ceremony Calendar, which we celebrate in 2025 for Barrio Kroeger Lane 104th  Anniversary, has turned 

into a tradition, since every date has a significate reason and explanation why it has/is taking place from the beginning to the end of the year 

each month;  

We acknowledge the First Nation Peoples of this Lands and give our gratitude to the ancestral generations that have made our Barrio 

significate by having families in the same home or area now up to the seventh generation. To include the Mexica Danzantes that brings the 

Medicine of the Sound of the Drum and the Medicinal (fire) burning copal and sage. They are part of our community with members of the 

Apache, Navajo, Yaqui Tribes, as well as traditional meals prepared by the Mexican and Tohono O’odham family members. We Praise Creator 

and Thank Mother Earth that the Spiritual guidance can feel as Land “Home” Back to everyone.  

We have started a traditional family recipe collection with our barrio residents of their generational favorite meals. Our children participate in 

the Pima County “Living River of Words” Art, Photography and Poem Contest where they have been chosen as finalist in the past  five years. 

A recognition gathering is in conversations with the unification of the spiritual acknowledgement to Heritage Nations, Sentinel Peak “A” 

Mountain and the Santa Cruz River.  At Our Barrio Community Garden with the sponsorship of the Community Food Bank and Native Seed 

Search, we gather once a month as a community working day and enjoy our labor towards self-sustainability. We also have fruit trees that 

have been contributed by the City of Tucson Ward 1 Office – Desert Survivors, the UA Cooperative Extension Department, Tucson Clean & 

Beautiful and others.  We have the blessing to be part of the SOMBAS Project that’s part of the Community Food Bank, it will be planting 

native trees starting from the seeds. Trees grown will be sold as a fundraiser and also plant trees throughout the barrio. Our tree planting 

project has started at the community gathering space on Ochoa Lane “The Peoples House – Hemajkam ha ki:” in the Tohono O’odham 

Language. Neighbors always ask for fruit trees that we can also plant. At this historic house we will be storing and sharing our barrio 

archives, our children, family, elders art work and also have classes of our neighbors’ interests. Our children and families have their sixth  

University of Arizona Poetry Center Publication to display.  By documenting our barrio history, Elders memories and individual stories, we 

plan to have historic mural markers throughout the Barrio. 

We have talked about starting a “Reginal 4 H Club that will include the Rancherias along the Santa Cruz River all the way to San Xavier 

Mission, where we have the consent of SX District Chairman. Children with their families will learn about the history and connect with the 

preservation projects that are along the journey for example as the Mission Garden, Las Milpitas, Horseback Pilgrimage from the Land of 

Chuk Shon to San Xavier Mission, Farms/Ranches – Las Acequias, etc. Also write poetry of these experiences, as well as sewing with fabrics 

contributed by a Pima County Community Health Worker. These fabrics and more can be used as an art therapy class.  It will be a social 

gathering circle in traditional ways of life to include gardening for a sustainable community and medicinal herbs.   All of these experiences 

can also go into our “Traditional Cultural Café, the “Gegosia Ki,” that is being planned at another historic house along the Frontage Road. We 

will establish more small businesses with the partnership of San Xavier District members, the YWCA, BKL residents and community at large.  

This will give Favor Celestial the possibility to develop more and research for individual businesses within the barrio. 

The “Gegosia Ki” house is near the Julian Wash North. The bodies of Water that embrace our Barrio.  We have been working with Watershed 

Management Group which has a partnership with the US Fish/Wildlife Department, Mr. Patel and Favor Celestial for the restoration of the 

Julian Wash South to include in the near future to the north as well, the Land below Sentinel Peak and Santa Cruz River with the partnership 

of The Wilderness Society and other partnerships.  With the mentioned partnerships we have participated in the National and Global Water 

Gatherings. Also, to include the partnership of the University of Arizona in the Architectural and Landscape Department, students have 

development awesome projects that can be used for the betterment of our barrio streets. It gives us the opportunity to also attend to the fifty 

some homes that are 50 and up to 104 years of age and most need restoration as well as some of our other multi-generational family homes. 

We will use the community land trust model to address cultural gentrification and provide housing for others.  As we have our barrio walking 

party – “Historica Esplanade” to plan our following barrio envisioning sessions and view Our Barrio Preservation Rendering as we are 

succeeding with plans and forming more collaboration with others. As we wait on the Arizona State Historic Preservation Office to complete 

our Washington DC process for our Barrio to be on the National List of Historic Places. We continue to address Climate Change by planting 

more tress to cool and clean Air and by taking care of Mother Earth’s living beings – the Wildlife Corridor through our barrio with The 

Wilderness Society, and developing more rain gardens with Watershed Management Group, during our traditional United Way “Days of 

Caring” VOICES Elder Alliance, PCOA Livable Communities, UA Eller Business College, UA Public Health and the G.A.I.N. event with the 

Tucson Police Department, Barrio Kroeger Lane Neighborhood Association and the Frontage Road Businesses.  

We continue the closing of each year’s ceremony, gathering for prayer at Sunrise by the Mountain side with Tonantzin – Our Virgen de 

Guadalupe, and acknowledge the family labor of resilience that the O’odham Family Monument represents.  

With the Christmas Spirit in December on the 15th through the 23rd we carol through the Barrio for Our Traditional “Posada” where the refuge 

family is looking for a home to rest and the King of Glory to Be Born Among Humanity Once Again. Children dress as Joseph and Mary, with a 

“Niña” riding on a burrito (donkey) lead by a gentleman.  Amen ~ Ometeotl ~ With Gratitude, Respect, Humility and Compassion 

Favor Celestial Community Economic Development Initiative for the Preservation of Barrio Kroeger Lane is a nonprofit organization that has been founded by Our Barrio Elders 

and Indigenous Women of the Tohono O’odham Nation, descendants of Yaqui Tribal members and are also Barrio Kroeger Lane residents of multi-generational families.   We are 

hopeful that this year we will be able to accomplish more, With Creator’s Will, because of our government representatives; “Together We are Stronger” - Chairman Verlon Jose of 

the Tohono O’odham Nation and Vice-Chairwoman Carla Johnson, San Xaiver District Chairman Austin Nunez and Vice-Chairwoman Sally Pablo, Pasqua Yaqui Tribe Chairman 

Hernandez and Vice-Chairman Yucupicio, Congressman Raul Grijalva, City of Tucson Mayor Sra. Regina Romero, Ward 1 Councilor Dra. Lane Santa Cruz, City Manager Sr. 

Michael Ortega and District 5 Supervisor Sra. Adelita Grijalva and and All Staff Members in All Departments.      It’s Always Prefect Timing, All With Creator’s Will 



 


